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As the year 2022 is coming to an end, so is the EULAC PerMed project. The Covid-19 pandemic 
had an immense impact on the EULAC-PerMed project since a virtual platform cannot substitute 
face to face interactions in a project in which the main goal is the formation of new connections 
and links between people, organizations and countries.  

However, even with the limitations, the EULAC-PerMed project has managed to leave an impact 
and carry out several activities. In March of this year, an interesting webinar on ‘International 
Data Sharing in Personalised Medicine (PM)’ was carried out, in which Pilar Nicolás, a senior 
research fellow in the Public Law Department in the Faculty of Law in the University of the Basque 
Country, Spain, shared with the audience information about the obstacles in data sharing in the 
international context, as well as potential solutions to overcome these obstacles. Furthermore, 
when looking at the participation of LAC countries in the ERA PerMed Joint Transnational 
Calls (JTCs), it is worth noting that in the timeframe of EULAC Permed, 3 different countries 
participated in the calls: Panama, Chile and Brazil (while before EULAC PerMed no LAC countries 
participated in the ERA PerMed calls). Still more, in JTC2021 a Brazilian researcher participated in 
one of the funded projects and in JTC2022 Chilean researchers took part in two funded projects, 
thus exemplifying the success of integrating researchers from LAC countries in collaborative PM 
research in Europe. These success stories present the impact that the EULAC PerMed project 
had on building bridges and connecting the EU and LAC regions in the PM research field. 

This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020
research and innovation programme under Grant Agreement No 825173

https://www.eulac-permed.eu/index.php/2022/02/10/international-data-sharing-in-pm/
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Furthermore, to learn more about research collaborations between Europe and the LAC region, a 
survey was conducted amongst researchers from the two regions, who appear to have previously 
collaborated with a partner from the other region. More about some of the outcomes from 
this survey on page 5. We would also like to remind you of the EULAC PerMed’s Clinical Trials 
Helpdesk. Located on the project website, it is a useful tool to facilitate EU-LAC PM research in 
clinical trials as it offers guidance on regulatory requirements as well as information on the most 
relevant funding agencies in the two regions. 

Finally, we were very fortunate to be able to end this year and the 
project with one final face to face meeting, which took place in 
Panama in November 14-18th. This stimulating meeting included 
the 4th and final EULAC-PerMed summer school on ‘Clinical 
Studies on PM’ and a technical workshop on ‘Clinical Trials in PM’. 
More about these activities on pages 3-4. 

And although EULAC-PerMed is coming to an end, it is important 
to note that many devoted people are currently working 
enthusiastically on the European Partnership on Personalised 
Medicine (EP PerMed), which will provide the opportunity to keep 
and develop the bonds that were forged between the two regions 
and increase further the collaboration in the PM field (more on 
page 7). 

Happy holidays and best wishes for the next year,

The EULAC PerMed team

https://www.eulac-permed.eu/index.php/clinical-trials-helpdesk/
https://www.eulac-permed.eu/index.php/clinical-trials-helpdesk/
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EULAC PerMed’s Events in Panama City, Panama

4th SUMMER SCHOOL, November 15-16th, 2022
The 4th EULAC PerMed Summer School took place in Panama City, Panama on November 15 & 16, 
2022. In this last training event, the focus was on Clinical studies for Personalised Medicine.
More than 30 attendees from EU and LAC countries worked together in this interactive event 
(hybrid format). The presentations, from experts from both EU and LAC, covered different fields 
of PM clinical studies applied in the field of personalised medicine. Lecturers provided their own 
experience in clinical studies and organised working group questions for dealing with some 
important related issues.
During the different sessions, training activities addressed relevant global, but also regional and 
national, PM issues for the different countries’ participants, taking into account the social, cultural, 
ethical, and legal aspects of every context. The need for the right patient involvement with a special 
focus on the pediatric and vulnerable populations has been also illustrated. 
A pitching session was organised with highly interesting presentations. The booklet with all the 
information can be downloaded here.   
Positive feedback from the participants was collected shortly after the end of the training activity. 
This initiative is reinforcing the possibility of collaboration between different research partners 
involved in the same PM field. The brainstorming about new research and future collaborations is 
ongoing. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zulRCHBDZpHdIFnYyNsJmQ8pu-Eq3N9c/view?usp=sharing
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TECHNICAL WORKSHOP, November 17-18th, 2022
The second and final Technical Workshop took place in Panama City, Panama on November 
17 & 18, 2022. Focusing on Clinical Trials for Personalised Medicine, it brought together over 
50 attendees from 19 countries in the EU and LAC regions. The presentations, from experts 
from both the EU and LAC, covered different clinical trial designs that are applied in the field 
of personalised medicine. With the aim of exploring trials in different disease areas, experts 
provided examples of their current and past work in oncology, critical care, pediatric neurology, 
cardiovascular diseases, and more. 
A session of the workshop was fully dedicated to collaborations between EU and LAC in 
personalised medicine. A panel discussion allowed experts and participants to exchange on the 
opportunities and obstacles of bi-regional collaboration, as well as the recommendations that 
could be brought forth to funders and policy makers to sustain international collaboration on PM 
research. 
The workshop met its objectives, as it allowed experts from LAC and EU countries to exchange 
knowledge and experiences on innovative clinical trial designs. It also provided a forum for 
networking for the establishment of future collaborations.
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EULAC PerMed’s Survey on Research Collaborations  
between EU and LAC

During June 2022, EULAC-PerMed conducted an online survey to analyse the research 
collaborations in the PM field between Europe and LAC. The aim of the survey was to better 
understand the drivers behind EU-LAC research collaborations in PM - the challenges to 
cooperate and the benefits this collaborations bring. The survey was sent to corresponding 
authors that published a scientific article between the years 2012 to 2021, which includes the 
keywords Personalised / Precision Medicine and has at least one author from LAC and one 
from Europe, Turkey or Israel. We received 136 responses to the survey - 69 researchers from 
LAC (belonging to 9 countries) and 67 researchers from Europe (from 15 different countries) 
responded.
As expected, most of the researchers who answered the survey were principal investigators 
and/or senior group leaders, as we have selected only corresponding authors of the articles. The 
main type of institution where the researchers were working was universities (47 %), followed 
by public research institutes (24%), but in several cases they were working in more than one 
institution. Cancer was the main research area of the respondents, which is probably related 
to the importance of the PM developments in this area. However, researchers working in other 
research fields (infectious diseases, rare diseases, etc.) were also well represented in the survey. 
Basic research was reported as the most frequent research phase, followed by applied biomedical 
research, while translational research was indicated only a few times. According to the survey, 
jointly authored publications were the main type of output resulting from the collaborations, 
but grants awarded, academic degrees (doctorate, master, etc.), conference presentations 
and innovations (new products and/or services) were also important outputs brought by the 
collaborations.
Almost 50% of the researchers considered the collaboration very important for their success. 
The lack of appropriate funding to support the collaborations was clearly indicated as the main 
barrier that was encountered when participating in research collaborations with EU/LAC groups, 
as shown in the following chart:
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As main conclusions from this survey, we have noticed the significance of this trans-regional 
collaboration for PM researchers from both regions and that appropriate funding schemes need 
to be implemented for the promotion and support of this collaboration. Furthermore, fostering 
the cooperation with private companies may lead to more applied results in this area.

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Academic Standards: Disparities in competitiveness, intensity of work, and…

Funding timelines inadequate to conduct research

Differences in ethical standards for scientific work (e.g. informed consent)

Differences in enforcement of intellectual property rights

Difficulties for sharing data/samples/biobanking

Communication: Difficulty in communicating effectively via e-mail, phone, or…

Lack of opportunities, scientific activities (seminars or conferences) and…

Lack of institutional support or even opposition to participation in international…

Insufficient time to collaborate in international projects

Lack of funding opportunities for research and collaboration

Inconsistency in different academic calendars

Cultural differences, perceived bias against or toward working with a specific…

Separation from family and friends prevents international travel

Getting visas for myself or collaborators

Other (please specify)

BARRIERS 

Barriers encountered when participating in research 
collaborations with EU/LAC groups
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Past Activities

ICPerMed Updates

Webinar “International Data Sharing in Personalised Medicine”
Speaker:  Pilar Nicolás, senior research fellow in the Public Law Department in the Faculty of Law 
in the University of the Basque Country, Spain 
In this webinar, participants from several countries in both EU and LAC regions, joined to hear 
about data sharing in an international setting, including personal data and the relevance to 
PM. The talk referred to the relevance of the GDPR, the necessity to design a detailed Data 
Management Plan that includes the data flow and the identification of the legal roles of the 
involved parties, the necessity to define the structure of the collaboration since federated 
structures are easier to implement, and, finally, some tools that may be helpful for the transfer 
of data. 
In addition to the participants in the live webinar, over 60 visualizations on EULAC-PerMed's 
YouTube represent the interest and importance of this type of information to PM researchers.

New upcoming funding and collaboration opportunities in the 
field of Personalised Medicine: The European Partnership for 

Personalised Medicine (EP PerMed) under Horizon Europe
European Partnerships (EP) are new instruments of the European Commission (EC) under 
the Horizon Europe framework programme, where national and regional funders join forces, 
strategies and budget in defined areas of action. The European Partnership for Personalised 
Medicine, acronym: EP PerMed, is one of the proposed EPs and dedicated to personalised 
medicine. A draft proposal for the EP PerMed was already published by the EC.
The expected total budget for 7-10 years by the European Member States, associated countries 
and the EC will be over 300 Mio. Euros. Besides joint transnational calls (JTC) dedicated to 
PM research, other activities are planned, like events, strategic publication, communication 
platforms, demonstration pilots or surveys. The basis of these activities, which are described 
in the proposal and will be put into action during the EP PerMed runtime (~2023-2033), is a 
Strategic Research and Innovation Agenda (SRIA), which is currently in preparation. All European 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y-nBp51tl1E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y-nBp51tl1E
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2022-02/ec_rtd_he-personalised-medicine.pdf


ERA-NET NEURON | SEPTEMBER  2022 | 8

NEWSLETTER 6

December 2022   8

Partnerships have to develop a SRIA before their launch in order to ensure that their long-
term vision is translated into concrete roadmaps with smart and measurable objectives. The 
EP PerMed Drafting Group is currently identifying gaps, needs and challenges which should be 
addressed and overcome in the areas “research”, “innovation system” and “implementation” to 
foster PM for the benefit of patients and citizens.
International collaboration is keen and foreseen in this upcoming EP PerMed, through different 
means, e.g. active participation of international organisations in the EP PerMed activities as 
members or partners or through the different activities as outlined above.
The EP PerMed proposal submission will take place in 2023 and the partnership is supposed to 
be launched by the end of 2023.
Read the special edition of the ICPerMed newsletter to learn more about EP PerMed. 
For any question around the EP PerMed, please contact the EP PerMed drafting group: 
eppermed@dlr.de

To keep up-to-date with the activities and news from the International 
Consortium for Personalised Medicine (ICPerMed), we recommend reading its 

latest newsletter issue, which can be found here and checking out the constantly 
updated website. To learn about ICPerMed and related initiatives watch the 

recently made videos, which provide valuable visual information on the various 
activities carried out by ICPerMed and ICPerMed Family.

https://www.icpermed.eu/newsletter/NL_ICPerMed2022-12-02/ICPerMed-newsletter-12_2022.html
mailto:eppermed@dlr.de
https://www.icpermed.eu/en/1038.php
https://www.icpermed.eu/
https://www.icpermed.eu/en/icpermed-and-icpermed-family-videos-853.php

