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*basato su testo di compromesso (17 Aprile 2019)

Pillar 1
Excellent Science

▪ Coherence among the different part of the programme

▪ Systemic approach Impact-based
(interdisciplinary and intersectorial)



Budget - Distribution

Pillar 1
27%

Pillar II
55%

Pillar III
14%

Widening
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1. Health
15%
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Society
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29%
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30%
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20%

PILLARS CLUSTERS



Horizon Europe: structure

Widening Participation and Strengthening the European ResearchArea

Reforming and Enhancing the European R&I systemWidening participation and spreading excellence

Pillar 1
Excellent Science

European Research Council

Marie Skłodowska-Curie  

Actions

Research Infrastructures

Pillar 3
Innovative Europe

European Innovation Council

European innovation  

ecosystems

European Institute of  

Innovation

and Technology

Pillar 2
Global Challenges and  

European Industrial  

Competitiveness

• Health
• Culture, Creativityand  

Inclusive Society

• Civil Security for Society

• Digital, Industry and Space

• Climate, Energy and Mobility

• Food, Bioeconomy, Natural

Resources, Agriculture and

Environment

Joint Research Centre
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HORIZON EUROPE (2021 – 2027)

€ 95,5 billion

Pillar 2:  € 53,52 bn

Health: € 8,25 bn

(15% of all Clusters)



Health throughout the life course

Non-communicable and rare diseases

Tools, technologies and digital
solutions for  health and care, including
personalised medicine

Environmental and social health
determinants

Infectious diseases, including poverty-
related and  neglected disease

Health care systems

Improving and protecting the health of 
citizens at all ages, by developing 

innovative solutions to prevent, diagnose, 
monitor, treat and cure diseases; 

mitigating health risks, protecting 
populations and promoting good health; 
making public health systems more cost-
effective, equitable and sustainable; and 

supporting and enabling patients’ 
participation and self-management.C
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Areas of 
intervention

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES
Cluster Health



▪ Directive on patients’ rights in cross-border healthcare;  

▪ Political declaration on prevention & control of non-communicable diseases; 

▪ Europe's beating cancer plan

▪ Commission Communication on effective, accessible and resilient health systems;

▪ Commission Communication on upgrading the single market (and its proposed health technology assessments initiative); 

▪ Council conclusions on nutrition and physical activity; 

▪ Council conclusion on personalized medicine and pharmaceuticals; 

▪ Council conclusions on strengthening the balance in the pharmaceutical systems in the EU and its Member States; 

▪ EU One Health Action Plan against Antimicrobial Resistance;  Ostrava Declaration on Environment and Health; 

▪ Commission Communication on the digital transformation of health and care; 

▪ Council recommendation on strengthened cooperation against vaccine preventable diseases; 

▪ Commission Communication ‘European Plastics Strategy for a Circular Economy, Commission Communication ‘Towards a 
Comprehensive European Union Framework on Endocrine Disruptors’; 

▪ Commission Communication ‘European Union Strategic Approach to Pharmaceuticals in the Environment’;

▪ EU decision on a General Union Environment Action Programme to 2020 ‘Living well, within the limits of our planet’  

EC Policy priorities for Cluster 1 Health
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1. Staying Healthy in a rapid changing society

2. Living and working in a health-promoting environment

3. Tackling diseases and reducing disease burden

4. Ensuring access to innovative, sustainable and high-quality health 
care

5. Unlocking the full potential of new tools, technologies and digital 
solutions for a healthy society

6. Maintaining an innovative, sustainable and 

globally competitive health industry

WORK PROGRAMME “HEALTH” 2021-2022
6 Destinations



CLUSTER HEALTH | DESTINATION 1

Staying healthy in a rapidly 
changing society

TOPICS 2021:
✓ Towards a molecular and neurobiological 

understanding of mental health and mental illness for 
the benefit of citizens and patients - RIA

✓ Healthy Citizens 2.0 - Supporting digital empowerment 
and health literacy of citizens - CSA

✓ A roadmap for personalised prevention - CSA
✓ Mobilising a network of National Contact Points (NCPs) 

for the Health Cluster - CSA

Deadline : 21 September 2021 – SINGLE STAGE

It addresses the main social challenges such as 
obesity, aging and demographic change, mental 
health, empowerment in the field of digital 
health literacy, personalized prevention and 
Artificial Intelligence applied to chronic diseases. 
▪ Research and innovation projects that

provide new evidence, methodologies and 
tools to understand the transition from 
health to disease. 

▪ Budget: 289 mill Eur



CLUSTER HEALTH | DESTINATION 1

Staying healthy in a rapidly 
changing society

TOPICS 2022:
✓ Boosting mental health in Europe in times of 

change – RIA 
✓ Trustworthy artificial intelligence (AI) tools to 

predict the risk of chronic non-communicable 
diseases and/or their progression – RIA

✓ Prevention of obesity throughout the life course –
RIA

✓ Personalised blueprint of chronic inflammation in 
health-to-disease transition – RIA

Deadline: 21 April 2022 – SINGLE STAGE

Deadline: 1 February /6 September 2022 – TWO-STAGE

It addresses the main social challenges such as 
obesity, aging and demographic change, mental 
health, empowerment in the field of digital 
health literacy, personalized prevention and 
Artificial Intelligence applied to chronic diseases. 
▪ Research and innovation projects that

provide new evidence, methodologies and 
tools to understand the transition from 
health to disease. 

▪ Budget: 289 mill Eur



CLUSTER HEALTH | DESTINATION 2

Living and working in a health-
promoting environment*

TOPICS 2021:
✓ Exposure to electromagnetic fields (EMF) and 

health - RIA
✓ Indoor air quality and health – RIA 
✓ Health impacts of climate change costs and 

benefits of action and inaction – RIA 
✓ European partnership for the assessment of risks 

from chemicals (PARC) - Programme Co-fund Action

Understand the impacts of indoor / outdoor air pollution, 
chemicals, electromagnetic fields, urbanization, climate and 
other environmental changes, socioeconomic inequalities
and changing work environments. Strengthen the 
adaptability and resilience of populations and health
systems to the health risks associated with climate and 
environmental change. 
▪ Budget: 350 mill Eur

Deadline : 21 September 2021 – SINGLE STAGE

* European Green Deal

https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en


CLUSTER HEALTH | DESTINATION 2

Living and working in 
a health-promoting 
environment*

TOPICS 2022:
✓ Methods for assessing health-related costs of 

environmental stressors – RIA 

Deadline : 21 April 2022 – SINGLE STAGE

* European Green Deal

Understand the impacts of indoor / outdoor air pollution, 
chemicals, electromagnetic fields, urbanization, climate and 
other environmental changes, socioeconomic inequalities
and changing work environments. Strengthen the 
adaptability and resilience of populations and health
systems to the health risks associated with climate and 
environmental change. 
▪ Budget: 350 mill Eur

https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en


CLUSTER HEALTH | DESTINATION 3

Tackling diseases and 
reducing disease burden*

TOPICS 2021:
✓ Improved supportive, palliative, survivorship and end-of-life 

care of cancer patients - RIA
✓ Building a European innovation platform for the repurposing of 

medicinal products – RIA 
✓ Innovative approaches to enhance poverty-related diseases 

research in sub-Saharan Africa - RIA
✓ Clinical validation of AI solutions for treatment and care – RIA
✓ Personalised medicine and infectious diseases: understanding 

the individual host response to viruses (e.g. SARS-CoV-2) – RIA
✓ A roadmap towards the creation of the European partnership 

on One Health antimicrobial resistance (OH AMR) – CSA
✓ Building a European partnership for pandemic preparedness -

CSA

It focuses on major societal challenges such as
cancer, noncommunicable diseases, rare diseases, 
antimicrobial resistance, vaccination and epidemic
preparedness. 
Development of new prevention measures, 
therapies and innovative health technologies.
▪ Budget: 490 mill Eur

Deadline : 21 September 2021 – SINGLE STAGE

* Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan and EU4Health
Programme

https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/promoting-our-european-way-life/european-health-union/cancer-plan-europe_en
https://ec.europa.eu/health/funding/eu4health_en


CLUSTER HEALTH | DESTINATION 3

Tackling diseases and 
reducing disease burden* TOPICS 2022:

✓ Pre-clinical development of the next generation of 
immunotherapies for diseases or disorders with unmet medical 
needs - RIA

✓ Vaccines 2.0 - developing the next generation of vaccines – RIA 
✓ Development of new effective therapies for rare diseases – RIA

✓ Pandemic preparedness - RIA
✓ Non-communicable diseases risk reduction in adolescence and 

youth (Global Alliance for Chronic Diseases - GACD) - RIA
✓ Support for the functioning of the Global Research Collaboration 

for Infectious Disease Preparedness (GloPID-R) – CSA
✓ European partnership fostering a European Research Area (ERA) 

for health research– Programme Co-fund Action

Deadline: 1 February/6 September 2022 – TWO-STAGE

* Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan and EU4Health
Programme

Deadline: 21 April 2022 – SINGLE STAGE

It focuses on major societal challenges such as
cancer, noncommunicable diseases, rare diseases, 
antimicrobial resistance, vaccination and epidemic
preparedness. 
Development of new prevention measures, 
therapies and innovative health technologies.
▪ Budget: 490 mill Eur

https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/promoting-our-european-way-life/european-health-union/cancer-plan-europe_en
https://ec.europa.eu/health/funding/eu4health_en


CLUSTER HEALTH | DESTINATION 4

Ensuring access to innovative, 
sustainable and high-quality 
care*

TOPICS 2021:
✓ Enhancing quality of care and patient safety - RIA
✓ Data-driven decision-support tools for better health 

care delivery and policy-making with a focus on 
cancer – RIA 

✓ Health care innovation procurement network - CSA

▪ Developing and adopting safe, affordable and 
people-centered solutions, with a focus on 
population health, resilience of health systems 
and evidence-based health policies. 

▪ R&I to support health systems in their
transformation to ensure equal access to high-
quality sustainable health services for all citizens.

▪ Budget: 240 mill Eur

Deadline: 21 September 2021 – SINGLE STAGE

* EU4Health Programme

https://ec.europa.eu/health/funding/eu4health_en


CLUSTER HEALTH | DESTINATION 4

Ensuring access to innovative, 
sustainable and high-quality 
care*

TOPICS 2022:
✓ Pre-commercial research and innovation procurement 

(PCP) for building the resilience of health care systems 
in the context of recovery - PCP

✓ Public procurement of innovative solutions (PPI) for 
building the resilience of health care systems in the 
context of recovery – PPI

✓ Better financing models for health systems – RIA
✓ European partnership on transforming health and care 

systems – Programme Co-fund Action

Deadline: 21 April 2022– SINGLE STAGE* EU4Health Programme

▪ Developing and adopting safe, affordable and 
people-centered solutions, with a focus on 
population health, resilience of health systems 
and evidence-based health policies. 

▪ R&I to support health systems in their
transformation to ensure equal access to high-
quality sustainable health services for all citizens.

▪ Budget: 240 mill Eur

https://ec.europa.eu/health/funding/eu4health_en


CLUSTER HEALTH | DESTINATION 5

Unlocking the full potential of 
new tools, technologies and 
digital solutions for a healthy 
society*

TOPICS 2021:
✓ Smart medical devices and their surgical 

implantation for use in resource-constrained 
settings - IA

✓ Next generation advanced therapies to treat highly 
prevalent and high burden diseases with unmet 
medical needs – RIA

✓ Innovative tools for use and re-use of health data (in 
particular of electronic health records and/or 
patient registries) - RIA

▪ Promote the development of digital tools, 
technologies and solutions for treatments, drugs, 
medical devices, taking into account safety, efficacy, 
adequacy, accessibility and added value. 

▪ Innovative health data and analytical tools are used in 
a safe and ethical way.

▪ Budget: 270 mill Eur

Deadline: 21 September 2021 – SINGLE STAGE* [!] European Health Data Space

https://ec.europa.eu/health/ehealth/dataspace_en


CLUSTER HEALTH | DESTINATION 5

Unlocking the full potential of 
new tools, technologies and 
digital solutions for a healthy 
society*

TOPICS 2022:
✓ Optimizing effectiveness in patients of existing 

prescription drugs for major diseases (except 
cancer) with the use of biomarkers - RIA

✓ New methods for the effective use of real-world 
data and/or synthetic data in regulatory decision-
making and/or in health technology assessment –
RIA 

✓ Computational models for new patient 
stratification strategies - RIA

Deadline: 21 April 2022– SINGLE STAGE

* [!] European Health Data Space
Deadline: 1 February/6 September 2022 – TWO-STAGE

▪ Promote the development of digital tools, 
technologies and solutions for treatments, drugs, 
medical devices, taking into account safety, efficacy, 
adequacy, accessibility and added value. 

▪ Innovative health data and analytical tools are used in 
a safe and ethical way.

▪ Budget: 270 mill Eur

https://ec.europa.eu/health/ehealth/dataspace_en


CLUSTER HEALTH | DESTINATION 6

Maintaining an innovative, 
sustainable and globally 
competitive health industry TOPICS 2021:

✓ Green pharmaceuticals - RIA
✓ Development, procurement and responsible 

management of new antimicrobials – CSA 
✓ Promoting a trusted mHealth label in Europe: 

uptake of technical specifications for quality and 
reliability of health and wellness apps - CSA

Adoption of revolutionary technologies and 
innovations capable of integrating the actors
of the value chain. 
The EU healthcare industry is more 
competitive, sustainable and strategically
autonomous.

▪ Budget: 113 mill Eur

Deadline : 21 September 2021 – SINGLE STAGE



CLUSTER HEALTH | DESTINATION 6

Maintaining an innovative, 
sustainable and globally 
competitive health industry

TOPICS 2022:
✓ Enhancing cybersecurity of connected medical devices 

- RIA
✓ Scaling up multi-party computation, data anonymization 

techniques, and synthetic data generation – RIA
✓ New pricing and payment models for cost-effective and 

affordable health innovations – RIA
✓ Setting up a European Smart Health Innovation Hub –

CSA
✓ Setting up a European Electronic Health Record 

Exchange Format (EEHRxF) Ecosystem - CSA

Deadline : 21 April 2022 – SINGLE STAGE

Adoption of revolutionary technologies and 
innovations capable of integrating the actors
of the value chain. 
The EU healthcare industry is more 
competitive, sustainable and strategically
autonomous.

▪ Budget: 113 mill Eur



International cooperation
Main areas for international cooperation and activities to be aligned with R&I of third countries/regions at 
major scale or to be carried out in cooperation with organizations in third countries:

➢Infectious diseases, antimicrobial resistances and public health emergencies

➢Global Health

➢Personalised medicine

➢Chronic diseases

➢Cohorts-based clinical studies of health and diseases

➢Brain and Mental Health

➢Impact of the environment on human health

➢Improving access, sustainability and quality of health care in low- and middle-income countries 
(LMICs)

➢US participants of projects funded under the health cluster (eligible for funding)



• Launch of first call with 24 topics 23 June 2021

• Closure of call (deadline) 21 Sept 2021

• Evaluation and selection Oct-Dec 2021

• Informing applicants of evaluation results Jan-Feb 2022

• Grant Preparation Feb-Apr 2022

• Signature of grants Apr-May 2022

25

Horizon Europe – Cluster 1 Health

Timelines for first call (WP 21-22, Topics/  Calls in 21)



▪ Institutionalized Partnerships:
▪ Innovative Health Initiative (2021) (ex-IMI2)
▪ European Partnership for EU-Africa Global Health (2021) (ex-EDCTP2)

▪ Co-funded Partnerships:
▪ European Partnership for the Assessment of Risks from Chemicals

(PARC) (2021)
▪ European Partnership Fostering an ERA for Health research (2022)
▪ European Partnership on Transforming Health and Care Systems

(2022)
▪ European Partnership for Personalised Medicine (2023)
▪ European Partnership on Rare Diseases (2024)
▪ European Partnership for One Health/AMR Antimicrobial Resistance

(AMR) (2024/25)

EU PARTNERSHIP | SALUTE

Draft proposals of the 
candidates for 

European Partnerships 
in Health: 

https://ec.europa.eu/in
fo/horizon-
europe/european-
partnerships-horizon-
europe/candidates-
european-partnerships-
health_en 



Draft partnership proposal (May 2020)

https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/european-partnership-chemicals-risk-assessment_en


Draft partnership proposal (June 2020)

https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/european-partnership-health-and-care-systems-transformation_en


Draft outline of partnership proposal (May 2019, update pending)

https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/european-partnership-era-health-research_en
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European Partnership for Personalised Medicine

The partnership aims to coordinate research in personalized medicine between the EU, 
EU countries and regions.

Aims:
➢ faster uptake of research and innovation results into clinical practice, secure Europe's 

position in state-of-the-art healthcare provision.
➢ facilitate a shift from a ‘one size fits all’ approach towards taking into account

individual differences and better utilizing the accumulating data to manage health, 
disease and its predisposition.

➢ sustainable health systems and independence in data intensive healthcare.

Draft outline of partnership proposal (May 2019, partnership is planned for the Work Programme 2023/4, more details 
will be provided at a later stage)

https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/european-partnership-rare-diseases_en


31

European Partnership on Rare Diseases

The partnership will coordinate national, local and European research and innovation 
programmes, combining research funding and implementation of research supportive 
activities such as training, data access infrastructures, data standards etc.

The main goal is to improve the life of patients with rare diseases by developing 
diagnostics and treatments for rare diseases through multidisciplinary research and 
innovation programmes with all relevant stakeholders. This will increase impact 
and uptake of research results as well as increase the visibility of EU leadership in rare 
diseases research.

Draft outline of partnership proposal (May 2019, partnership is planned for the Work Programme 2023/4, more details 
will be provided at a later stage)

https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/european-partnership-rare-diseases_en


32

European Partnership for One Health/AMR Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR)

The partnership aims to coordinate and align activities and funding between 
countries as well as with the Commission. It will also facilitate national coherence 
between different services and ministries with responsibility for the various aspects 
of AMR (e.g. human health, agriculture, environment, industry, finances).

The main goal is to contribute to achieving the objectives of the European One 
Health Action Plan against AMR and the WHO Global Action Plan on AMR, by 
reducing the threat of AMR.

Draft outline of partnership proposal (May 2019, partnership is planned for the Work Programme 2023/4, more details will 
be provided at a later stage)

https://ec.europa.eu/health/sites/health/files/antimicrobial_resistance/docs/amr_2017_action-plan.pdf
https://www.who.int/antimicrobial-resistance/global-action-plan/en/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/european-partnership-one-health-amr-antimicrobial-resistance-amr_en


33
Draft partnership proposal (July 2020)

https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/european-partnership-innovative-health_en


34
Draft partnership proposal (August 2020)

https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/european-partnership-eu-africa-global-health_en
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MISSIONS
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MISSIONS

o achieve, within a set timeframe, a measurable goal that could not be 
achieved through individual actions

o have impact on society and policy-making through science and technology

o be relevant for a significant part of the European population and a wide 
range of European citizens

Mission means a portfolio of excellence-based and impact-
driven R&I actions across disciplines and sectors, intended 
to:

37



Mission  
areas

Adaptation to climate  
change, including societal  

transformation

Cancer

Healthy  
oceans,

seas,  
coastal  

and inland
waters

Soil health  
and food

Climate-neutral
and smart cities

Cluster 5, Cluster 2

Cluster 1

Cluster 6

Cluster 6

Cluster 5

38



▪ There is no fixed budget for each mission

▪ During the first three years of the programme, a maximum of 10% of the 
annual budget of Pillar II shall be programmed through specific calls for 
implementing the missions 

▪ For the remaining part of the programme, and only after a positive 
assessment of the mission selection and management process, this 
percentage may be increased

MISSION – BUDGET

39



MISSION CANCER
Conquering Cancer: Mission Possible

Targets by 2030: more than 3 million lives saved, living longer and 
better: achieve a thorough understanding of cancer, prevent what is 
preventable, optimize diagnosis and treatment, support the quality 
of life of all people exposed to cancer, and ensure equitable access 
to the above across Europe.

13 recommendations

https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/conquering-cancer-mission-possible_en


MISSIN CANCER

Europe-wide platform building on current researches & 
innovations

Investing in new models and technologies interrogating 
the interactions of cancer and their host as a first approach

Integration with longitudinal patient data, samples and 
biomarkers for identification and translation to patient 
benefits.



Horizon Europe – Who can participate?



What is new in the submission 
process?

H O R I ZO N  E U R O P E



Admissibility

Proposal page limit
Substantial reduction in maximum length:

● RIAs and IAs type of actions: limit for a full application is 45 pages 

● CSAs: limit is 30 pages

● First stage proposals: limit is 10 pages

● EIC Pathfinder: limit is 17 pages

● Exceptions, if any, would be specified in the call text.

Same general admissibility conditions

● Applications must be submitted before the call deadline, electronically via the Funding & 
Tenders Portal

● Applications must be complete, readable, accessible and printable, and include a plan for the 
exploitation and dissemination of results, unless provided otherwise in the specific call 
conditions.



Eligibility

Consortium composition (collaborative projects)

● at least one independent legal entity established in a Member State, and
● at least two other independent legal entities each established either in a different 

Member State or an Associated Country.

Gender Equality Plan (applicable only from 2022 on)
Participants that are public bodies, research organizations or higher education 
establishments from Members States and Associated countries must have a gender 
equality plan, covering minimum process-related requirements.

● A self-declaration will be requested at proposal stage (for all types of participants).
● Included in the entity validation process (based on self-declaration)



EU COUNTRIES

● Member States (MS) 
including their outermost 
regions

● The Overseas Countries 
and Territories (OCTs) 
linked to the MS.

NON-EU COUNTRIES

● Countries associated to 
Horizon Europe (AC)

● Low and middle income
countries: See HE 
Programme Guide. 

● Other countries when 
announced in the call or 
exceptionally if their 
participation is essential

SPECIFIC CASES

● Affiliated entities (LTP) established 
in countries eligible for funding.

● EU bodies 

● International organisations (IO):  

● International European research organisations
are eligible for  funding.

● Other IO are not eligible (only exceptionally if 
participation is essential)

● IO in a MS or AC are eligible for funding for 
Training and mobility actions and when 
announced in the call conditions

Who is eligible for funding?

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/guidance/programme-guide_horizon_en.pdf


Association status

Horizon Europe Programme Guide  (International cooperation and association)

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/guidance/programme-guide_horizon_en.pdf


1.   Albania 
2.   Armenia 
3.   Bosnia and Herzegovina
4.   Faroe Islands
5.   Georgia 
6.   Iceland 
7.   Israel 
8.   Kosovo 
9.   Moldova 
10. Montenegro 
11. Morocco 
12. North Macedonia 
13. Norway
14. Serbia 
15. Tunisia 
16. Turkey
17. Ukraine 
18. United Kingdom (not in EIC-equity) 

Legal entities established in 
Switzerland are currently not 
covered by these transitional 
arrangements. 
Liechtenstein does not 
intend to associate to Horizon 
Europe. 

This list will be updated to 
reflect the status of the 
negotiations for 
association. 



Association status

Possible Associated Countries non-neightbouring with EU:

Negoziations started, probably will finished on 2022 (Canada maybe end 2021)

1 2 3



Activities eligible for funding

Eligible activities are the ones described in the call conditions

Activities must focus exclusively on civil applications and must not: 

● aim at human cloning for reproductive purposes; 

● intend to modify the genetic heritage of human beings which could make 
such changes heritable (except for research relating to cancer treatment of the 
gonads, which may be financed);

● intend to create human embryos solely for the purpose of research, or for the 
purpose of stem cell procurement, including by means of somatic cell nuclear 
transfer;

● lead to the destruction of human embryos.



Research 
and 

innovatio
n action 

(RIA)

Innovati
on action 

(IA)

Coordina
tion and 
support 
actions 
(CSA)

Programme 
co-fund 
actions 

(CoFund)

Innovation 
and market 
deployment 

actions 
(IMDA)

Activities eligible for funding – Type of actions

Activities to establish new 
knowledge or to explore the 
feasibility of a new or improved 
technology, product, process, 
service or solution.

Activities to produce plans and 
arrangements or designs for 
new, altered or improved 
products, processes or services.

Activities that contribute to the 
objectives of Horizon Europe. This 
excludes R&I activities, except for 
‘Widening participation and 
spreading excellence’

A programme of activities established 
or implemented by legal entities 
managing or funding R&I programmes, 
other than EU funding bodies.

Activities that embed an innovation 
action and other activities necessary to 
deploy an innovation on the market. 
(EIC) 

Activities that aim to improve the skills, 
knowledge and career prospects of 
researchers, based on mobility between 
countries and, if relevant, between 
sectors or disciplines. (MSCA)

Activities that aim to help a buyers’ group 
to strengthen the public procurement of 
research, development, validation and, 
possibly, the first deployment of new 
solutions

Public 

procurement 

of innovative 

solutions 

actions (PPI) 

Training and 
mobility 
actions 
(TMA)

Pre-

commercial 

procurement 

actions/ (PCP) 

Public 

procurement 

of innovative 

solutions 

actions (PPI) 

Activities that aim to strengthen the 
ability of a buyers’ group to deploy 
innovative solutions early  



Other funding rates may be set out in the specific call conditions

Maximum funding rates
Type of Action Funding rate

Research and innovation action 100%

Innovation action 70% (except for non-profit legal entities, where a 
rate of up to 100% applies)

Coordination and support action 100%

Programme co-fund action Between 30% and 70%

Innovation and market deployment 70% (except for non-profit legal entities, where a 
rate of up to 100% applies)

Training and mobility action 100%

Pre-commercial procurement action 100%

Public procurement of innovative solutions 
action

50%



Application form (proposal template)

Same structure 

The proposal contains two parts: 

● Part A (web-based forms) is generated by the IT system. It is based on the information entered 
by the participants through the submission system in the Funding & Tenders Portal. 

● Part B is the narrative part that includes three sections that each correspond to an evaluation 
criterion. Part B needs to be uploaded as a PDF document following the templates downloaded 
by the applicants in the submission system for the specific call or topic. 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/temp-form/af/af_he-ria-ia_en.pdf


NEW FIELDS IN PART A

● Researchers table –
needed to follow up 
researchers careers (HE 
indicator)

● Role of participating 
organisation

● Self-declaration on 
gender equality plan*

FIELDS MOVED FROM PART 
B TO PART A

● Ethics self-assessment

● Security questionnaire 
(NEW! in all HE proposals)

● Information on 
participants’ previous 
activities related to the 
call

NEW IN PART B

● Glossary of terms.

● Consistency on the use of 
terminology is ensured in 
all project phases (from 
WP to proposal and 
reporting)

● Extensive explanations on 
what exactly should be 
included in each section. 

New features in the Horizon Europe proposal

* Standard Proposal template RIA-IA

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/temp-form/af/af_he-ria-ia_en.pdf


Nuova condizione di eleggibilità in Horizon Europe

General Annexes Main WP 2021/2022 - lett. B «Eligibility»

“To be eligible, legal entities from Member States and Associated 
Countries that are public bodies, research organisations or higher 
education establishments (including private research organisations and 
higher education establishments) must have a gender equality plan, 
covering the following minimum process-related requirements”



Submission and evaluation
Gender Equality Plan

Content

work-life balance and organisational culture

Examples: Parental leave policies, flexible work-time

arrangements.

gender balance in leadership and decision-making

Examples: Introducing gender quotas for evaluation 

panels or decision making bodies.

gender equality in recruitment and career 

progression

Examples: Unconscious bias training for HR 

managers, inclusive language for job vacancies, fair 

evaluation for employees.

integration of the gender dimension into research and 

teaching content

Example: Get inspiration from the case studies and 

methods developed by the EC “Gendered innovations” 

Expert Group

measures against gender-based violence including 

sexual harassment 

Example: Having in place a code of conduct or an 

intervention protocol in case of complaints. 



What is new in the evaluation 
process?

H O R I ZO N  E U R O P E



Evaluation (award) criteria

Adapted following lessons learnt

● The number of ‘aspects to be taken into account’ have been reduced, ensuring that the same 
aspect is not assessed twice

● Open Science practices assessed as part of the scientific methodology in the excellence criterion 
● New approach to impact: Key Impacts Pathways (KIPs)
● The assessment of the quality of applicants is assessed under ‘implementation’, rather than as a 

separate binary assessment of operational capacity
● Assessment of management structures has been removed.

Same criteria as in H2020

Same three award criteria: ‘Excellence’, ‘Impact’ and ‘Quality and efficiency of the 
implementation’. Excellence only for ERC.



Evaluation criteria (RIAs and IAs)
QUALITY AND EFFICIENCY 
OF THE IMPLEMENTATION

✓ Quality and effectiveness 
of the work plan, 
assessment of risks, and 
appropriateness of the 
effort assigned to work 
packages, and the 
resources overall.

✓ Capacity and role of each 
participant, and extent to 
which the consortium as a 
whole brings together the 
necessary expertise.

EXCELLENCE

✓ Clarity and pertinence of the project’s 
objectives, and the extent to which the 
proposed work is ambitious, and goes 
beyond the state-of-the-art.

✓ Soundness of the proposed 
methodology, including the underlying 
concepts, models, assumptions, inter-
disciplinary approaches, appropriate 
consideration of the gender dimension 
in research and innovation content, and 
the quality of open science practices 
including sharing and management of 
research outputs and engagement of 
citizens, civil society and end users 
where appropriate.

IMPACT

✓ Credibility of the pathways to 
achieve the expected 
outcomes and impacts 
specified in the work 
programme, and the likely 
scale and significance of the 
contributions due to the 
project.

✓ Suitability and quality of the 
measures to maximize 
expected outcomes and 
impacts, as set out in the 
dissemination and exploitation 
plan, including communication 
activities.

Proposals aspects are assessed to the extent that the proposed work is within the scope of the work programme topic



Experts assess proposals 
individually. Minimum of 
three experts per proposal 
(but often more than three). 

All individual experts discuss 
together to agree on a 
common position, including 
comments and scores for each 
proposal. 

The panel of experts reach an 
agreement on the scores and 
comments for all proposals 
within a call, checking 
consistency across the 
evaluations.
If necessary, resolve cases 
where evaluators were unable 
to agree.
Rank the proposals with the 
same score

Individual 
evaluation

Consensus 
group

Panel review Finalisation

The Commission/Agency 
reviews the results of the 
experts’ evaluation and puts 
together the final ranking 
list.

Standard evaluation process



Right-to-react (Rebuttal)

● Objective is to increase transparency, to correct any factual or major misunderstandings by 
experts at an early stage, and provide more detailed feedback to applicants.

● Applicants will send their reactions to draft experts comments 

● Experts will take applicants’ reaction into account before finalizing their final assessment.

Piloting new processes based on lessons learnt

Individual 
evaluation

Consensus 
group

Panel 
review

Finalisation

Reaction



Blind evaluation (in 1st stage)

● There is no evidence that the current proposal evaluation system is systematically biased. 

● There are understandable concerns that evaluation experts may be swayed – perhaps unconsciously 
– in favour of proposals from well-known organizations in countries with better performing R&I 
systems. 

● ‘Blind’ evaluation is a way to remove any real or perceived effect of such reputational bias.

● Experts evaluate without knowing the identity of participants. 

● The work programme will include an additional admissibility criterion: applicants can not be 
disclosed in the narrative part of the proposal.

Piloting new processes based on lessons learnt





Ethics review

Adapted following lessons learnt

● Focus mainly on complex/serious cases 
● Reduce number of ethics requirements in funded projects.

Same criteria as in H2020

For all activities funded, ethics is an integral part of research from beginning to end, and ethical 
compliance is essential to achieve real research excellence. An ethics review process is carried out 
systematically in all Horizon Europe proposals, based on a self-assessment included in the 
proposal.

Ethical research conduct implies the application of fundamental ethical principles and legislation 
in all possible domains of research. This includes the adherence to the highest standards of 
research integrity as described in the European Code of Conduct for Research Integrity.



Security scrutiny

The checks based on the self-assessment may trigger an in-depth security scrutiny.

New in Horizon Europe

Security issues will be checked systematically in all Horizon Europe proposals (in H2020 only 
proposals submitted to topics flagged as ‘security-sensitive’ were checked). The checks are 
based on a self-assessment included in the proposal. The focus is on:

● Whether the proposal uses or generates EU classified information 
● Potential of misuse of results (that could be channeled into crime or terrorism)
● Whether activities involve information or materials subject to national security restrictions



Points to consider when writing 
a proposal in HE

H O R I ZO N  E U R O P E



You need to demonstrate that your idea is ambitious and goes beyond the state of the art

You should show how your project could contribute to the outcomes and impacts described in 
the work programme (the pathway to impact)

You should describe the planned measures to maximize the impact of your project (‘plan for the 
dissemination and exploitation including communication activities’)

You should demonstrate the quality of your work plan, resources and participants

Key principles

Your proposed work must be within the scope of a work programme topic

Your scientific methodology must take into account interdisciplinary, gender dimension and open 
science practices. It must not significantly harm the environment



Policy and horizontal considerations

Open Science across the programme

Gender dimension in R&I content

Pathway to impact

Measures to maximise impact

Do no significant harm principle (DNSH)

Artificial intelligence

These aspects must normally be 
considered in all Horizon Europe 
calls (unless explicitly mentioned 
in the topic description).

Specific calls may include other 
aspects to take into account.



Open Science across the programme

Open science is an approach based on open cooperative work and 
systematic sharing of knowledge and tools as early and widely as possible in 
the process. Including active engagement of society

Mandatory immediate Open Access to publications: beneficiaries must retain sufficient IPRs to 
comply with open access requirements; 

Data sharing as ‘open as possible, as closed as necessary‘: mandatory Data Management Plan for
FAIR (Findable, Accessible, Interoperable, Reusable) research data

Open 
Science

● Work Programmes may incentivize or oblige to adhere to open science practices such as involvement of 
citizens, or to use the European Open Science Cloud

● Assessment of open science practices through the excellence award criteria for proposal evaluation. Under 
quality of participants previous experience on open sciences practices will be evaluated positively.

● Dedicated support to open science policy actions
● Open Research Europe publishing platform



Gender dimension in R&I content

Addressing the gender dimension in research and innovation entails 
taking into account sex and gender in the whole research & innovation 
process.

The integration of the gender dimension into R&I content is mandatory, unless it is explicitly 
mentioned in the topic description

Gender
Dimension

Why is gender dimension important?
● Why do we observe differences between women and men in infection levels and mortality rates in the COVID-19 pandemic? 
● Does it make sense to study cardiovascular diseases only on male animals and on men, or osteoporosis only on women? 
● Does it make sense to design car safety equipment only on the basis of male body standards? 
● Is it responsible to develop AI products that spread gender and racial biases due to a lack of diversity in the data used in training AI 

applications? 
● Is it normal that household travel surveys, and thus mobility analysis and transport planning, underrate trips performed as part of caring 

work? 
● Did you know that pheromones given off by men experimenters, but not women, induce a stress response in laboratory mice sufficient to 

trigger pain relief? 
● And did you know that climate change is affecting sex determination in a number of marine species and that certain populations are now at 

risk of extinction?



Describing the impact of your proposal 

…by thinking about the specific contribution the project can make to 
the expected outcomes and impacts set out in the Work Programme.

Project’s pathway 
towards impact

Implementation Effects

HE grant, 
human 
resources, 
expertise, etc.   

Successful large-scale demonstration 
trial with 3 airports of an advanced 

forecasting system for proactive airport 
passenger flow management 

At least 9 European airports 
adopt the advanced 

forecasting system that was 
demonstrated during the 

project

Other expected outcomes 
Other expected impacts  

PROJECT’S 
RESULTS PROJECT’S CONTRIBUTION TO THE 

EXPECTED OUTCOME
PROJECT’S CONTRIBUTION TO 

THE EXPECTED IMPACT 

Increase max. passenger capacity 
by 15% and passenger average 

throughput by 10%, leading to a 
28% reduction in infrastructure 

expansion costs 

Other project results

DISSEMINATION 
& EXPLOITATIONINPUTS

Work Programme impact : 
“Seamless, smart, inclusive and 
sustainable mobility services”

Work Programme outcome:  “Innovative 
accessibility and logistics solutions applied 

by the European Transport sector”



Measures to maximise impact

To include a draft plan in proposal is an admissibility condition, unless 
the work programme topic explicitly states otherwise. 

All measures should be proportionate to the scale of the project, and should contain concrete 
actions to be implemented both during and after the end of the project

Dissemination, 
exploitation and 
communication

Elements of the D&E&C plan
● Planned measures to maximise the impact of projects
● Target groups (e.g. scientific community, end users, financial actors, public at large) and proposed channels to interact
● Communication measures for promoting the project and its findings throughout the full lifespan of the project
● Policy feedback measures to contribute to policy shaping and supporting the implementation of new policy initiatives and decisions
● Follow-up plan to foster exploitation/uptake of the results

● Comprehensive and feasible strategy for the management of the intellectual property (the provision of a results ownership list is 
mandatory at the end of the project)

● If exploitation is expected primarily in non-associated third countries, give a convincing justification that this is still in the Union’s 
interest.



Do no significant harm principle (DNSH)

In line with the European Green Deal objectives, the research and innovation 
activities should not make a significant harm to any of the six environmental 
objectives (EU Taxonomy Regulation)

The DNSH principle needs to be taken into consideration in the scientific methodology and impact of the project. 
However, compliance is not mandatory unless explicitly stated.

European 
Green Deal

Climate change adaptation

Transition to a circular economy
Sustainable use & protection of water & 
marine resources

Climate change mitigation

Protection and restoration of biodiversity & 
ecosystems

Pollution prevention & control

The six environmental objectives to which no significant harm should be done:



Artificial intelligence

Due diligence is required regarding the trustworthiness of all AI-based 
systems/ techniques used or developed in projects funded under 
Horizon Europe.

Under Horizon Europe, the technical robustness* of the proposed AI based systems must be 
evaluated under the excellence criterion.

(*) Technical robustness refers to technical aspects of AI systems and development, including resilience to attack and security, fullback plan and general safety, accuracy, 
reliability and reproducibility.

Trustworthy
Artificial
Intelligence 

AI-based systems or techniques should be, or be developed to become:

● Technically robust, accurate and reproducible, and able to deal with and inform about possible failures, inaccuracies and errors, 
proportionate to the assessed risk posed by the AI-based system or technique.

● Socially robust, in that they duly consider the context and environment in which they operate.
● Reliable and function as intended, minimizing unintentional and unexpected harm, preventing unacceptable harm and safeguarding the 

physical and mental integrity of humans.
● Able to provide a suitable explanation of its decision-making process, whenever an AI-based system can have a significant impact on 

people’s lives.

Definition of AI

https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/dae/document.cfm?doc_id=60673


Useful links

Regulation establishing Horizon Europe
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-7064-2020-INIT/it/pdf

Corporate Model Grant Agreement
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regdoc/rep/3/2020/EN/C-2020-3759-F1-EN-ANNEX-1-PART-
1.PDF

Horizon Europe MGA
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/agr-
contr/general-mga_horizon-euratom_en.pdf

General Annexes Main WP
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2021-
2022/wp-13-general-annexes_horizon-2021-2022_en.pdf

https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-7064-2020-INIT/it/pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regdoc/rep/3/2020/EN/C-2020-3759-F1-EN-ANNEX-1-PART-1.PDF
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/agr-contr/general-mga_horizon-euratom_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2021-2022/wp-13-general-annexes_horizon-2021-2022_en.pdf
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