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EULAC-PerMed KICKOFF MEETING. BUILDING BRIDGES BETWEEN EU AND LAC COUNTRIES IN PERSONALIZED 
MEDICINE. A Science Diplomacy event: EULAC-PerMed Kick-off meeting in Madrid, 6-7 February, 2019
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May 2020

EULAC-PerMed's Stakeholders Workshop participants. BUILDING BRIDGES IN PERSONALISED MEDICINE BETWEEN LATIN AMERICA-
CARIBBEAN AND EUROPE, Stakeholders Workshop, Montevideo, Uruguay, Dec 12-11, 2019

https://twitter.com/EulacPermed
https://www.linkedin.com/in/eulac-permed-project/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HF9wiHKBnMQ
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From the Coordinator’s Desk

EULAC PerMed has entered in its second year and it is 
with great pleasure that we share with you our main 

achievements to date. Indeed, 2019 has been an intense 
year in which we have built the basis for a common 
understanding on what is at stake when we talk about 
Personalized Medicine (PM) and its implementation. I 
would especially like to mention my predecessor, Dr. 

Rafael de Andrés, who was behind the first steps of this 
initiative and who is still contributing to the project.

With the aim of building a common “EULAC approach”, a 
series of events were organized in the last term of the year, 

beginning with a Summer School hosted in Madrid, back to back 
to the 2nd Workshop of the International Consortium of Personalised Medicine, in 
which a significant number of relevant stakeholders in PM took part. 
Later on, during a full week in December, more than 200 people gathered at 
Montevideo, Uruguay, to discuss the challenges and opportunities PM could bring 
to this region, both at the technical and policy level, and to find the best ways for 
cooperation between countries and disciplines. One of the main conclusions was 
that successful introduction of PM to the various health systems in the LAC region 
requires taking into account their different realities and presenting the potential 
benefits in terms of sustainability -and equity- for the health systems. In this 
sense, collaboration models respecting this heterogeneity and ensuring equity & 
inclusiveness should be sought. 
We were glad to see the great interest these events raised among the different 
stakeholders. As a result, EULAC PerMed family is bigger now, and we expect to 
broaden it up even more in the near future. We are already working hard on the 
contents for our next Summer Schools and Technical Workshops in which we will 
tackle those aspects identified as most relevant for the future.
In that regard, the Covid-19 emergency has, for the moment being, wiped out any 
other reality. Our minds and efforts are all concentrated in mitigating, in a way or 
another, the huge impact this crisis is having on people’s health, health care systems 
and society at large. Covid-19 has taught us that transnational collaboration makes 
us stronger as a society and is beneficial, and even crucial, for tackling worldwide 
health issues, and it transformed the challenges of PM for 2020 and beyond.

Wishing you all good health and wellbeing.

Sincerely yours,

Esther Rodríguez
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EuLaC-PerMed 1st Summer School, 
nov 2019, Madrid, Spain

European and Latin American experts met to tackle the challenges faced by Personalised 
Medicine (PM) at the first EULAC PerMed Summer School, which was held at the National 
Health School, from the Institute of Health Carlos III (ISCIII). In order to gather a significant 
number of PM stakeholders, the First EULAC PerMed Summer School was hosted as a back 
to back event to the 2nd Workshop of the ICPerMed “Citizens, Patients and Implementation” 
and a Cluster event with Innovative Training Networks (ITN) funded projects, organised by 
the Research Executive Agency (REA) of the European Commission.  

A total of eight international experts 
presented the state-of-the-art and 
the challenges of integrating PM in 
the health systems in both Europe 
and the Latin America and Caribbean 
(LAC) region before 30 attendees and 
EULAC-PerMed funding organization 
representatives. The lectures 
focused on various topics, such as: 
genetic research and databases in 
Latin America, the role of healthcare providers in the adoption and consolidation of PM, 
present and future of e-health applications and its application in oncology and rare diseases. 
This proves the cross-cutting nature of PM and the required effort for including different 
sectors for a successful development of the PM worldwide. 

The Summer School also included the participation of the Project Officer (the liaison person 
with the European Commission), who presented the vision of the European Commission on 
the future of PM and introduced the related calls that will be opened next year for assuring 
the sustainability of PM. 

Six applicants were rewarded a scholarship according to their excellence, interest 
in PM and the applicability in their research project, while taking into consideration 
geographical balance: Erika Chavira Suárez (Tetepan, Mexico), Irene Paradisi  (Caracas, 
Venezuela), Gabriela Repetto  (Santiago, Chile), Tatiana Martins Tilli ( Rio de Janeiro- 
Brazil), Cristian Andrés Vilos Ortiz (Santiago de Chile, Chile) and Ursula Andrea Winter 
(Buenos Aires, Argentina)

https://www.icpermed.eu/en/ICPerMed-Workshop-2019.php
https://ec.europa.eu/research/mariecurieactions/actions/get-funding/innovative-training-networks_en
http://www.eulac-permed.eu/index.php/2019/04/30/madrid-summer-school/
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2nd SuMMEr SCHOOL, Dec 9-10th, 2019
Around 40 participants, from Europe and Latin American and Caribbean (LAC) countries, 
participated in EULAC-PerMed’s 2nd Summer school on the topic of “Health Technology 
Assessment Research & Personalized Medicine”. During the two-day event, the participants 
acquired skills regarding Health Technology Assessment (HTA) and its relevance to 
Personalized Medicine (PM). Using an interactive approach, the participants, worked in varied 
thematic topics under the umbrella of HTA. The first session provided an overview of the 
current HTA landscape followed by a lively and stimulating discussion. One of the main issues 
that was discussed is the notion that there is no 
clear realization regarding the role of HTA and 
PM in the EU and LAC countries. Successive 
sessions covered the topics of Psychiatry, 
Oncology Screening, Diagnostic and Therapy, 
Rare Diseases, Infectious disease, Clinical Trials 
and Genomics. Furthermore, we were lucky to 
hear about the fascinating point of view of an 
Oncology Patient Association from Uruguay. 
The final session, before the summarizing exam, was a practical exercise of item selection to 
assess new PM Technologies. Presentations from the summer school can be found here. 

The feedback from the participants was very positive and they noted that the information 
and material that was instilled was relevant for their personal professional activities and 
could feasibly be implemented in their research field and clinical practice. But, with all the 
knowledge and skills that were taught and acquired and the passion of the pupils, it seems 
that one of the greatest and most beneficial aspect of this event, was the facilitation of 
networking - the direct interaction between possible collaborators in Europe and Latin 
America, which may bring the real change to the collaboration on PM between EU and LAC. 

Six students were chosen to receive a 
scholarship from EULAC-PerMed to participate 
in the summer school, based on excellence 
and merit: E. Prado Montes de Oca from 
Guadalajara, Mexico; P. Romano from Rome, 
Italy; F. Fagundes Soares from Brasilia, Brasil; 
Y. V. Ariza Márquez from Bogota, Colombia; L.A. 
Mendez-Rosado from La Habana, Cuba; and  
P. A. Lizcano from Antioquia, Colombia.

EuLaC-PerMed Events in Montevideo, uruguay

http://www.eulac-permed.eu/index.php/2019/07/31/montevideo-summer-school/


ERA-NET NEURON | January 2020 | 5

NEWSLETTER 2

MAY 2020   5

STaKEHOLDErS WOrKSHOP, December 11-12th, 2019
Over 70 people participated in the stakeholders’ 
workshop organized by the EULAC-PerMed 
initiative, which aimed at promoting the 
development and broadening of EU-LAC policy and 
research cooperation in PM. The diverse crowd 
consisted of people coming from Ministries of 
Health, Ministries of Science and Technology, R&I 
funding organizations, research centers and private 
companies covering 13 LAC countries, as well as 
the members of the EULAC-PerMed consortium. The participants had the opportunity 
to learn about different PM activities taking place in the LAC region, analyze and discuss 
the opportunities and challenges for the development of PM in the region, as well as the 
best options for strengthening the collaboration with Europe in this area. The meeting also 

enabled several funding agencies from LAC countries 
to have one-on-one discussions with the ICPerMed 
secretariat (represented in the meeting by some of the 
ICPerMed partners) on their options for participating in 
future activities of the ICPerMed consortium, as part 
of the science and policy dialogue activities foreseen in 
the EULAC-PerMed project. 

The meeting included rich content, comprising of 
two keynote lectures that were given on the 1st day 

of the workshop: 1. “THE GENOMIC INITIATIVE OF THE SPANISH SENATE AND ITS ROLE 
IN PROMOTING THE NATIONAL STRATEGY OF PRECISION MEDICINE IN SPAIN” by Dr. 
José Martínez Olmos. Escuela Andaluza de Salud Pública. Former Senator and former 
spokesperson for the Comission of Salubrity and Social Services and 2. “A VISION OF 
PERSONALIZED MEDICINE FROM LATIN AMERICA AND CARIBBEAN” by Dr. Manoel Barral-
Netto.  FIOCRUZ (Brazil). The second day included invited presentations and round-table 
discussions on 3 topics: 1. The situation of PM in LAC; 2. Challenges and future perspectives 
of PM in LAC; 3. Strengthening the EU-LAC collaboration in PM.

The workshop was a success, as it brought together various stakeholders from both EU 
and LAC regions, which all had valuable contributions and input regarding the 3 thematic 
topics mentioned above. These contributions and input, together with further follow-up 
and information, will provide a clearer picture of the PM situation in the LAC region and will 
aid in planning the next steps and activities for strengthening EU-LAC collaboration in PM.



ERA-NET NEURON | January 2020 | 6

NEWSLETTER 2

MAY 2020   6

TECHnICaL WOrKSHOP, December 12-13th, 2019
EULAC PerMed Technical Workshop on the topic of “INNOVATIVE METHODOLOGIES FOR 
DATA USE AND MANAGEMENT IN PERSONALIZED MEDICINE RESEARCH” was attended by 
75 people, including speakers and participants from Guatemala, Chile, Uruguay, Argentina, 
Italy, Brazil, Peru, Netherlands, Spain, Costa Rica, Panama, Colombia and members of 
the EULAC PerMed consortium. The methodologies presented covered a broad range of 
applications in LAC and EU countries, ranging from the use of interoperability of data from 
multi-omics studies, cohort integration, patient stratification through machine learning, 
optimization of diagnosis through medical imaging, text mining of patient records and 
more. Discussions focused on opportunities and recommendations for strengthening the 
EU–LAC collaboration for PM research. The workshop also provided a great opportunity for 
networking amongst the researchers.

This first Technical Workshop was successful 
in achieving its main objective as it provided a 
platform for investigators from both the EU and 
LAC to present their work and share the specific 
methodologies that they currently apply in 
their research. The workshop also provided an 
extremely important opportunity for bi-regional 
networking. Videos of the presentations of 
the speakers who consented to sharing their 
presentations will be made available through 
EULAC PerMed’s YouTube channel.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HF9wiHKBnMQ
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ParTICIPanTS In THE MOnTEVIDEO EVEnTS –  
WHaT arE THEIr THOuGHTS?

To get some personal impressions of the Montevideo events from the participants, 
we conducted interviews by email with select participants: 

Please introduce yourself
My name is Iscia Lopes-Cendes, I am a physician 
geneticist, and currently, I am a professor of Medical 
Genetics and Genomic Medicine at the University of 
Campinas (UNICAMP), Brazil. I have been working 
with precision medicine since 2015 when we 
launched the Brazilian Initiative on Precision Medicine 
(www.bipmed.org). BIPMed aims to help implement 
precision medicine in Brazil.

What meeting did you participate in and what were your impressions?
I participated in the EULAC PerMed meeting for the different country stake-holders 
representing BIPMed and the Fundação de Amparo a Ciência do Estado de São Paulo 
(FAPESP) a granting agency for the state of Sao Paulo, Brazil. 
I was very pleased with the meeting since it provided a broad vision of the state of 
the art in terms of personalized and precision medicine in Latin America. At the same 
time, the discussion sessions initiated a dialogue with representatives from different 
countries in order to have a better idea of which should be the main goals of PM in 
Latin America as well as the main obstacles for implementation.

What do you perceive as the most significant outcomes of the meeting?
After the meeting, it became clear to me that there are a number of different 
opportunities for collaboration with ICPerMed, especially with European initiatives 
that have already advanced in the implementation of PM in the public health 
system. Since Brazil has the largest public health system in the world, serving over 
180.000.000 inhabitants, it represents at the same time a big challenge as well as a 
great opportunity to implement some of the successful European programs in PM.

Where do you see the PM field in Latin-American in 5 years and do you think 
programs like EULAC PerMed can influence this? 
Due to funding limitations, one of the big challenges for the implementation of 
precision medicine in Latin America is to show that in the long run, the public 
health system can save money by implementing some of the solutions proposed by 
precision medicine, such as the stratification of risk for complex disorders, so only 
the subset of high-risk individuals need to be screened or treated preventively. In this 
context, data from population-level health economics studies performed in Europe 
by ICPerMed can help to show that this goal can also be attainable in Latin America. 
In addition, training and education activities can be designed for the Latin American 
public, including health authorities, health workers and the population in general.
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Please introduce yourself
My name is Dr. P. Mariotti, Head Deputy of IRST Research 
& Innovation unit in Italy. I have a degree in Molecular 
Biology and a PhD in Structural Biochemistry. I serve 
as a coordinator of international strategic planning 
of research activities, partnerships with international 
research institutions and project development for 
International and European grants. Our main challenge 
is to be a point of reference for public and private R&D, 

SMEs, start-ups and health institutions, gathering all different research and clinical 
excellences in a unique catalyst platform, able to boost networking, strategic research 
programmes and lobbying capabilities.

What meeting did you participate in and what were your impressions?
I had the opportunity to participate in the Technical Workshop where, through the 
EULAC-PerMed platform’s activity, innovative and up to date knowledge has been 
shared, directly applicable in clinical research practice. This meeting allowed me, as 
a professional, to be aware of the latest trends, developments, publications, and 
studies in the field of PM. 

What do you perceive as the most significant outcomes of the meeting?
Within this international collaborative approach, being a part of EULAC-PerMed 
strategic network will aid to boost networking and lobbying capabilities, as well 
as to create, design, implement and monitor strategical collaboration between EU 
and LAC in the field of Innovative methodologies for data use and management in 
Personalized Medicine Research.
Also, the workshop was crucial to lay the foundations for close relationships with 
institutes of excellence that can be a lever for collaborative projects with high 
scientific impact, which has already happened with Brazilian and Mexican research 
institutes. 



ERA-NET NEURON | January 2020 | 9

NEWSLETTER 2

MAY 2020   9

Please introduce yourself
Juvenal A. Ríos Leal, Surgeon and PhD in Cellular and 
Molecular Biology, with a Diploma in Health Management. 
Since 2017, I am a Scientific and Methodological 
Advisor to the Department of Comprehensive Cancer 
Management, Ministry of Health of Chile. Within my 
multiple tasks in the Division, I am in charge of the 
elaboration of a Technical Orientation in Precision 
Oncology and I lead a working group for the design of a 

National Network of Oncological Molecular Diagnostic Units (UDM). I am interested 
in the development of molecular epidemiology and health planning based on “omics” 
data.

What meeting did you participate in and what were your impressions?
I participated in the EULAC-PerMed Meeting, December 2019, in Montevideo, 
Uruguay. Specifically in the Stakeholders workshop and how stakeholders can 
influence the implementation of Precision Medicine in Latin American countries. I 
think it was a very fruitful experience, where colleagues and professionals in the 
region received the knowledge and experience of the European community.
The meeting was very welcoming and there was a very close atmosphere between 
the different countries. It was ordered in its themes. Dynamic and precise in the topics 
that were addressed. There were discussion workshops. Logistics was excellent.

What do you perceive as the most significant outcomes of the meeting?
The main agreements and collaborations that came out from this meeting could be 
summarized as follows: (i) a space of “sponsorship” was opened by the European 
community towards the Latin American countries in this matter (MPP), (ii) a Latin 
American network of “stakeholders” began to be consolidated that we are capable 
of promoting the development of the Measurement of precision in the region, (iii) we 
undertook to publish a position paper that outlines the navigation route in precision 
medicine in the coming years in Latin America and (iv) we explore possibilities for 
research, exchange and improvement in the European centers.

Where do you see the PM field in Latin-American in 5 years and do you think 
programs like EULAC PerMed can influence this? 
I think that Precision Medicine is already changing the way we treat people with cancer, 
probably in the near future, we will not talk about cancer of this or that segment 
of the body, perhaps it will be Cancer of the mutation in PI3K or BRAF, etc. This is 
already a revolution in medicine and started since the Human Genome Project was 
consolidated in 2000. Likewise, and added to the group of rare diseases, I believe that 
other areas of medicine such as cardiometabolic diseases, maternal-fetal disorders, 
Neuropsychiatric pathologies, among others, will be strongly benefited by precision 
medicine in the medium term.
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nEWS & uPCOMInG EVEnTS

PanaMa JOInS Era PerMed JTC2020!
One of the main ambitions of EULAC-PerMed is to facilitate the incorporation of 
LAC countries in ICPerMed and ERA PerMed program. This year Panama was the 
first LAC country to participate in ERA PerMed’s Joint Transnational Call 2020 on 
the topic of “Multidisciplinary Research Projects on Personalized Medicine – Pre/
Clinical research, Big Data and ICT, Implementation and User’s Perspective”. Joint 
Transnational Calls are one of the best opportunities for research collaborations 
across borders. They enable multidisciplinary research projects at a scale that 
could not be achieved at a national level, along with access to infrastructure and 
other resources. We hope that this initial action by Panama will encourage and 
open the door to more active participation of LAC countries in ERA PerMed Joint 
Transnational Calls!

EuLaC-PerMed’s 3rd SuMMEr SCHOOL anD WOrKSHOP On ELSa TOPICS
Following the successful events in Madrid and Montevideo, the next events that are 
being organized by EULAC PerMed are the 3rd summer school and a workshop, both 
concentrating on ethical, legal and social aspects (ELSA) of personalized medicine. 
These events will include talks and discussions regarding topics such as: 

• Privacy and confidentiality: scope of the informed consent; 
• Control of data and sample sharing; 
• Sharing of information with patients, families and the community; special 

communities (including different cultural perspectives or social or political 
interest, ethnic minorities, indigenous groups, women and children): support and 
consulting with local communities; 

• Therapeutic misconception related to Health Technology Assessment; 
• Research Funding allocation and Conflict of interest; 
• dentifiable/non identifiable distinction in ELSI National regulations

Participants from both LAC and EU regions will be chosen on a competitive basis, 
based on their eligibility. The eligibility criteria will include the following: academic 
profile, personal motivation and the skills that the participants want to obtain in the 
programs.
Due to the worldwide COVID-19 situation and the uncertainty it brought with it, 
including social distancing and very limited travel, the exact dates and location of 
the events cannot be determined at this moment. Updates on the events will be 
provided on our website and twitter account. 

http://www.eulac-permed.eu/
https://twitter.com/EulacPermed

